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2010 Highlights: 

¶ 6,464 students (preschool-high school) experienced nature through our science-based 

education 

¶  2,292 adults and children have connected with nature in our community programs 

¶ 150 teachers (representing over 2,430 students of all ages) received continuing education in 

science based nature curricula to take back to the classroom 

¶ Volunteers donated 75,859 hours for school and community programs, administration, and 

facility maintenance 

¶ 7 Eagle Scout and High School Senior Projects 

¶ 9 new Docents trained to deliver over 20 different environmental education programs 

¶ 5 internships providing workplace experience in education and nonprofit administration 

¶ Delivered training to our docents for working with special needs students and diversity 

¶ Increased programming delivered in the school yard to offset the inability of schools to 

afford bus transportation 

¶  Expanded the Nature & Science program for home-schooled children 

¶ With the help of REI delivered 30 needs-based scholarships for Summer Camp 

¶ A few of our collaborations: 

¶ Partnered with the Roseville Utility Exploration Center to  expand the Friday Lecture Series 

to include three  more lectures focused on sustainable living 

¶ Delivered important water conservation classes with partnership with local water agencies 

¶ Hosted the SFUU Peace Camp 

In 2011 we plan to:  

¶ Restore 3 miles of the Auburn Ravine Creek in collaboration with SARSAS, Dry Creek 

Conservancy, Lincoln Open Space Committee and the Placer CCC. 

¶ Acquire funding to enable Science & Stewardship in the Schoolyard to expand and be 

delivered monthly throughout the school year (currently a 3 day program) 

¶ Enhance our facilities to improve access for people with special needs and develop a new 

outdoor exhibit. 
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Our Mission 
 

Through environmental education and awareness, Placer Nature Center links people to nature 

by: 

¶ fostering respect for all living and non-living things, increasing scientific literacy. 

¶ promoting ecological stewardship. 

¶ encouraging exploration of the interrelationships between a quality environment and the 

quality of life. 

¶ creating opportunities to explore natural wonders. 

Our Vision 
 

Placer Nature Center's vision is to focus minds and habits on behaviors that support ecological 

sustainability - at home, in the community and in the world. Through the work of Placer Nature 

Center, the environment is always at the forefront of decision-making. Before any decision is 

made or action taken, consideration is first given to the environmental consequences today and 

to sustainability tomorrow.  

Our Purpose Our Purpose   

Accomplishments for 2010 
 

In 2010, at the Placer Nature Center, we accomplished the following things: 

¶ provided over $25,000 in scholarships to schools for our programs. 

¶ teamed up with Foothill Farmerôs Market to offer samples at our Friday Lecture Series. 

¶ offered the Friday Lecture Series at two new locations: the Old State Theater in Auburn 

and the Roseville Utility Exploration Center. 
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Board of Directors 

Steve Davis, Chairperson 

Robert Garrison, Vice Chairperson 

Renee Regacho-Anaclerio, Secretary 

Joyce Munn, Treasurer 

Robert Ferber 

Mike Berlant 

Leslie Warren, Executive Director 

Linda Desai, Education Director 

Megan Krekorian, Program Manager 

Josena Aiello, Naturalist 

Traci Stevens, Executive Assistant 

Leah Cavanaugh, School Program 

Coordinator 

Nancy Morgan 

 

 

Position Statement 

ASSETS 

 Current    35,736.20 

 Fixed   138,623.00 

 

LIABILITIES & FUND EQUITY  

 Liabilities         627.55 

 Fund Equity  173,731.65 

 

TOTAL   174,359.20 

Staff 

Our People & FundingOur People & Funding  
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School Programs (KSchool Programs (K--12)12)  

Program Options: 

Field Trips to Placer Nature Center 

Field Trip to Traylor Nature Reserve 

Programs in the Classroom 

Science & Stewardship in the Schoolyard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Placer Nature Center has a variety of programs 

available to supplement school learning. On-site 

programs at either our Auburn location or in the 

field range from kindergarten to the sixth grade. 

Off-site programs, where we bring everything 

to the classroom, range from the second grade 

to the eighth grade. 

 

Our programs are divided into two areas: 

¶ Natural & Cultural History - understanding 

and awareness of natural environment 

¶ Watershed Learning Center - investigations 

and critical thinking about water resources 

 

Our programs are not only interactive and 

engaging, but they connect the California 

content standards to the local environment. 

Extensions can also be added onto existing 

programs for Current Issues and Creative Arts 

content. 

 

Program costs are also kept to a minimum and 

some schools can also qualify for additional 

assistance from grants. 

 

Last but not least, we also offer workshops for 

teachers to provide ideas for classroom 

activities and more. 

 

Many thanks to the following organizations: 

 

Social Enterprise Fund 

Placer County Supervisors 
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School Programs 

(Contôd) 

Placer Nature Center offers many opportunities 

for middle to high school students and even 

college students. 

 

Middle to high school students can still 

participate in various programs of the Placer 

Nature Center. Additionally, students can gain 

experience and community service hours 

participating in Placer Nature Center activities 

as docents or just volunteers. 

 

For college students, the Placer Nature Center 

has internships available and also works with 

the schools themselves. For example, we have 

worked with the Sacramento State Universityôs 

Community Engagement Center in providing 

internship experience for course-related credit. 

Past Interns: 

 

Kaylen C. Wade 

Marketing Intern for Friday Lecture Series 

 

A recent graduate of UC Davis (Magna Cum 

Laude) with a Bachelorôs degree in English 

Literature and a concentration in 

communications, Kaylen developed the public 

relations material for the 2010-2011 First 

Friday Lecture Series. She received the UC 

Davis English Best Critical Honors Thesis 

Award, the Friends of English Outstanding 

Graduating Senior Award, and was a finalist 

for the Chancellorôs Award for Excellence in 

Undergraduate Research.  She has also served 

as the 2009 UC Davis commencement speaker. 
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Family Programs Family Programs   

Other Activities: 

 

Holiday Get-Togethers 

We host holiday-themed events throughout the 

year. One such get-together was our 

ñSpooktacular Nature Nightò for Halloween. 

 

Star Gazing 

For those interested in astronomy, we host star 

gazing classes that cover the basics of the night 

sky. Gazing is done through telescopes and 

binoculars. We also have a more advanced 

class, which teaches how to use a telescope 

and, if interested, what to look for in 

purchasing one. 

 

 

 

 

 

Adventures in Nature 

The second Saturday of each month in  2010, 

from 11:00am-2:00pm, we hosted workshops 

specifically designed for families. These 

workshops are engaging and interactive. Some 

topics that were covered include: 

¶ Music in Nature 

¶ Nature Photography 

¶ Wild Animals 

¶ Native Plants 

¶ Salmon 

¶ Carnivorous Plants 

 

Not only are there informative presentations 

during the workshops, there are also themed, 

naturalist-guided hikes, as well. 

Our Day Outside 

We designed this program for families with 

young children, who are up to five years old. 

Families and their children get to conduct 

nature investigations with hand lenses, singing, 

crafts, and more. Together, the families and 

children learn all about the world around them 

while having fun. Furthermore, the activities 

help prepare the 

children for 

school or build on 

skills they are 

already learning 

in school. 
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Adult ProgramsAdult Programs  

Green Gardening Series with  

Master Gardeners 

 

Placer Nature Center teamed up with the 

University of California Cooperative Extension 

(UCCE) Placer County Master Gardeners to 

host green gardening workshops. Sponsored by 

Master Gardeners, the workshops are free to 

the public. 

 

The workshops include topics such as: 

¶ Fruit Tree Pruning 

¶ Composting and Preparing Soil 

¶ Planning a Summer Vegetable Garden 

¶ Creating a Backyard Wildlife Habitat 

Garden 

 

Friday Lecture Series 

 

We offered environmental, science, and 

ecological lectures on fresh and timely topics 

every first Friday of the month. The lectures 

are accompanied by complimentary local 

produce from the growers of Foothill Farmerôs 

Market. 

 

2010 Lecture Topics: 

¶ Tending the Wild 

¶ Mysteries and Magic of the Vernal Pool 

¶ Marshes and Marsh of Iraq 

¶ Marvelous and Mysterious Mars 

¶ Fact, Fiction and Folklore: Fabulous 

Fungus! 

¶ Oceans of History: Our Changing Seas 

¶ Living with Nature 

¶ Greening Your Holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       


