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Food Chains - Who’s Eating Whom?
4th Grade • 2 hours

Students will develop an understanding of the role of producers, herbivores, omnivores, carnivores and decomposers in 
a food chain. Th ey will create a food web using foothill plants and animals and explore the fl ow of energy from the sun 
to plants and animals through the food chain. 

Ecology - Everything is Connected
5th Grade • 2 hours

Th e interrelationships of living things are an ecological drama involving living and non-living things. Students explore 
the relationships of living things within the abiotic world: in soil, among large species and through a microscope in a 
drop of pond water. How do we humans fi t into this interconnected world?

Natural Resource Conservation - What are the 3 R’s?
6th Grade • 2 hours

What is a natural resource? What does conservation mean? Resources are either renewable or non-renewable. How can 
we use them wisely? Students explore values humans have assigned to natural resources and ways we can reduce our 
impact on them through the 3 R’s: reduce, reuse, recycle.

Your Role: Closing the Loop - Recycling by Humans and Nature
7th to 12th Grade • 2 1/2 hours

Do you live a “closed loop” life? What is your role in closing the loop of the solid waste stream? Th ese questions set 
the stage for an interactive exploration of “waste” generated in the natural environment, decomposition, and issues of 
waste disposal of human products introduced into the environment. Recycling can make a diff erence!

WaterShed Learning Center Programs
Become a WaterShed Explorer! Our WaterShed Learning Center is equipped with stunning exhib-
its and state of the art equipment designed to challenge and engage students in hands-on investiga-
tions and critical thinking about our water resources. Programs include a docent-led tour of the 
WaterShed Learning Center’s interactive exhibits and investigations that explore the themes of Water 

and Nature, Water and People, and Water Conservation. A hike on our nature trail further explores the theme.

Pond Paddlers  Kindergarten to 2nd Grade • 1 hour 50 minutes
Students will review the water cycle and follow a drop of water as it enters and fl ows through the watershed. 
By following the fl ow of water, its importance as a necessity of life will be demonstrated. Students will examine how 
people use water and look for ways it can become polluted. Th e conservation of water resources in nature and at home 
will also be examined.

Stream Swimmers  3rd to 6th Grade • 2 1/4 hours
Students in grades 3 to 5 will defi ne a watershed and engage in explorations of water environments within a watershed. 
Th rough hands-on experimentation, students will determine the special qualities of water and the importance of water 
quality on natural ecosystems and life itself. Students will develop an understanding of California’s complex water 
distribution and identify their own watershed. Th e complex issues of water treatment and water pollution will be 
explored before investigating the stream and pond on our nature walk.

River Runners  6th to 8th Grade • 2 1/4 hours
Students in grades 6 to 8 will explore the dynamics of water in a watershed by observing and interpreting how it 
transforms the landscape. Unseen, yet tapped, ground water will be explored through experimentation. Students will 
recognize major sources of aquatic pollution and make inferences about pollution eff ects on watershed health. While 
exploring water conservation strategies, students will develop critical thinking skills to resolve water 
resource issues.
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Placer Nature Center Environmental Education Programs
support

California Content Standards


            




      






     

       

  




   


    

   

   








 

     
  

       

       



       





                 

 
      


     

  

   
  

  

    
   

 
     


     

  



    









 


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